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Myr Dpzar FrienD, 


W SHALL not preface this letter with 
1 any apologies for my long ſilence. 

Suffice it to ſay that if ſome un- 
avoidable impediments had not prevented 
my writing, the important ſubject of your 


laſt certainly demanded a more ſpeedy ac- 


knowledgment. However, I now return 
you my ſincere thanks for it, and beg to 
offer without any reſerve, ſuch conſider- 


ations as occurred to me from the peruſal 


of it. 


It is a truth confeſſed and allowed both 
by Proteſtants and Roman Catholics, that 
A 2 _ Chriſt 
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| 
| 
| 
| 


1 
Chriſt always was, always is, and always 
will be with his Church; and that this 


Church ſhall ſo far be guided into all truth, 
as never to be ſuffered to err in ſuch a 


manner as to affect the eternal ſalvation of 
any of it's members. The whole diſ- 
pute then between us is, What is the true 
Church of Chriſt? And where is this 
Church to be found? Thoſe of the Ro- 
man communion confine it wholly to them- 
ſelves, as deſcending regularly from the 


time of the Apoſtles down to the preſent 


age; and ſuppoſe infallibility to be inſe- 


— from the papal chair. 


The Proteſtazin affirm that by the 


1 Church is meant the body of all faithful 


people, from the beginning of the world, 
to the end of it; all who are united to 
Jeſus Chriſt the Head by living faith; all 
who are created anew, and regenerated by 
the Spirit of God, though, differing from 
each other in ſome leſſer outward matters. 
They moreover believe that infallibility no 
more belongs to the Biſhop of Rome, than 
to any other Biſhop; but that the only in- 
fallible guide is the Spirit of God, which 

| ever 


1 
ever teaches agreeably to that word of 
which he himſelf is the author; that there- 


fore it muſt be highly diſpleaſing to him 


who has graciouſly vouchſafed this divine 
inſtructor to his Church, to ſee any perſons 
rely on man's authority; and inſtead of 
reſting on the word of promiſe that ** all 
God's children ſhall be taught of him“, 


fly to human traditions, and ſwallow down 


for truth, whatever may be told them by 
thoſe whoſe inclination or intereſt may have 
prompted them to take upon themſelves. 


the office of paſtors, however contrary 
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their lives may be to the precepts of that 


word whereof they profeſs themſelves mi- 
niſters; and even notwithſtanding this very 
= word aſſures us that © they only who do 

his will, ſhall know the doctrine whether it 
de of God?” 


In anfwer to what you urge in defence 


of F recwill * and Merit, I ſhall only fay . 


oy 3 that 1 


„ ® Ji 13. d John vii. 17. | 

* Though we deny man's freewill, yet we den 
not that every man ads freely, both in a ſtate of na- 
bure, and in a ſtate of grace, In a the former, he can 
only 


1 

chat all ſound Proteſtants abhor theſe does. 
trines, as tending directly to eſtabliſh the 
deteſtable and dangerous hereſy. of Pela- 
gianiſm; making no difference between 
man in his fallen ſtate, and Adam in his 
Original ſtate of innocence; and particu- 
larly, as being ſubverſive of the Apoſtle's 
declaration that God © of his own will 
begat his children by the word of 
truth ©; and that they who are ſuch, 
« are not born of the will of man, nor of 

the will of the fleſh, but of. God“. 
That © when we have done all, we are 
unprofitable ſervants ;” ſo that all © boaſt- 
ing muſt be excluded,” and © he that glo- 
rieth muſt glory only in the Lord ©.” 
The way therefore in which true Proteſtants. | 
ſettle their belief, is not by making the | 


— 


18 follow that corrupt es which all the faculties, 
of his ſoul have contracted by the Fall. In the latter, 
his underſtanding being enlightened to know the things 
which belong to his peace, he freely chooſes the good, 
and refuſes the evil. So that as an eminent Prelate. 
obſerves, © though God uſes an infinite power in the 
converſion of a ſoul, yet he uſes no compulſion.“ 
james i. 18. John i. 13, Jer. ix. 24.— 
1 Cor. i. enn. 


ſcripture 


7 2 Ss Et 
n 


7 


fcripture ſubmit to the traditions and deci- 


ſions of men, but by comparing all human 


| traditions and deciſions with the facred 


oracles of truth, and receiving or rejecting 
them according, as they agree or differ from 
this ſtandard. For inftance, if the ſcrip- 
ture tells us that © in the latter days ſe- 
ducing ſpirits ſhould ariſe forbidding to 


marry, and commanding to abſtain from 


meats, which God hath created to be re- 


ceived with thankſgiving of them which 


believe and know the truth;” if in any 


age of the Church we find any ſuch prohi- 


bitions of meats, and ſuch injunctions of 
celibacy, we reject them according to the 


Apoſtle's own words, as © the doctrines of 


devils,” and as the deluſions of thoſe whoſe 
character it is © to ſpeak lies in hypocriſy, 


having their conſciences ſeared with an hot 
iron .' Nevertheleſs, whilſt the Roma- 
niſts abſolutely forbid their clergy to marry, 


they profeſs to believe in that word which 
fpeaks of the wife of St. Peter, whom not- 


withſtanding they call their firſt Pope, 


1 Tim. iv. 1, 2, 3, &c. 


a 4 With 
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With regard to what you have offered in 


favor of Tg ANSUBSTANTIATTrOYV, I muſt 
beg leave to obſerve that all Proteſtants re- 
ject this doctrine not only as a novelty un- 
heard of in the ſix firſt centuries of the 
Church, but as ſubverſive of the whoke 
deſign of Chriſt's ſuffering, which was 
© once, by one offering (not by being many 
times offered) to obtain eternal Redemp- 
tion for us, and to perfect for ever them 
that are ſanctified s. But, to ſay nothing 
of the manifeſt abſurdity of Chriſt in his 
human nature being preſent in many thou- 
ſand places at once, nor of the horrid idsa 
of eating the God of heaven and earth, if 
there be, as the Roman Catholics ſuppoſe, 
a miraculous change of the bread and wine, 
it is the only miracle Chriſt ever wrought 
which contradicted the ſenſes of the be- 
holders, and certainly the deſign of every 
miracle is to force conviction on the ſenſes, 
but never to contradict them, As when 
our Lord at the marriage of Cana turned 
the water into wine, the change was evident 
by the taſte, to the Governor of the feaſt, 


and to all the gueſts. 
ü 8 He b. X. "PRE 


1 
{| | W 
It may be urged that what Chriſt has li- 
terally aſſerted, ought, however myſterious, 
to be literally believed. True, where it 
does not ſet the ſcripture at variance with 
itſelf; where it does not deſtroy the very! _ 
nature of a ſacrament, by turning it into aa 
ſacrifice; and overthrow the whole deſign of 
our Lord's one offering. for fin, as the doctrine 
of tranſubſtantiation evidently does, Be- 
ſides, this way of arguing would ſoon prove 
too much; and we have the ſame anthonty 
to believe Chriſt to be literally a way, a 
coor ', or a vine tree, as to ſuppoſe a piece 
of a or a conſecrated: wafer,. to be lite- 
rally his body. Nor can I think it would 
be a whit leſs abſurd and unſcriptural to af- 
firm, that becauſe Chriſt hath promiſed to 
come in and ſup with thoſe who open to him 
when he knocks !, that therefore he literally 
and bodily comes down from heaven, and 
ſits at table with us; and that he himſelf 
having made this poſitive declaration, we 
ought not to reaſon about the manner in 
which it is done, any more than we ought 


John xiv. 6. 5 John x. 4 * John xv. 1, M c. 
2 | Kev. iii. 20. 
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du 
to call in queſtion the doctrines of the Ih- 
carnation, and of a Trinity in unity, be- 
cauſe theſe truths are ſo far above what our 
finite capacities can comprehend. But this 
is by no means a fair way of arguing, nor. 
is the caſe at all ſimilar; for though the 
doctrines of a Trinity and of the Incarna- 
tion are above. our reaſon, yet they. are not. 
contrary to it, nor do they offer violence to- 
any of our ſenſes, as the doctrine of tran- 
ſubſtantiation does. 


We. muſt therefore explain ſcripture by 
ſcripture, and by this unerring rule we ſhall- 
clearly ſee that Chriſt is preſent at his table, 
Juſt in the ſame manner as he is preſent with- 
his Church, viz. not groſsly and cor- 
porally, but divinely and ſpiritually; and! 
that when it is ſaid © except ye eat the 
fleſh of the ſon of man, and drink. his. 
blood, ye have no life in you *,“ this“ 
muſt be underſtood of a ſpiritual feeding 
of the ſoul by faith upon Chriſt; or as-it is. 
ſtiled by the apoſtle Peter a“ taſting that 
the Lord 1s gracious": and indeed the 


- John vi. 53 1 Pet. ii. 3. 
paſſage 


oF Pay, 


paſſage itſelf will not without manifeſt diſ- 
tortion admit of any other interpretation; 
| becauſe the eating and drinking here men- 
tioned ſtands in connection with the life 
ſpoken of in the latter part of the verſe, 
which life is without diſpute the ſpiritual hfe 
of the ſoul, and not bodily or animal life. 
Either, therefore it muſt be granted that the 
life mentioned in the latter clauſe is the life 
of the body, or elſe that the eating and 
drinking in the former clauſe, muſt be a 
- ſpiritual eating and drinking. 


Again where our Lord ſays He that 
_ eateth my fleſh, and drinketh my blood, 
_ dwelleth in me, and I in him %” 


it is moſt: 


certain that a material eating and drinking 


cannot be intended; becauſe thouſands of 
wicked perſons and ſuch as are deſtitute of a 
lively faith, may, as ſaith St. Auguſtine, 
carnally preſs with their teeth, the ſacrament 
of the Lord's ſupper, yet it can in no wiſe be. 
laid of them, that they dwell in Chriſt, 
and Chriſt in them; ſince this is only true 
of real believers. } 


o John vi. 56. pt _ 
as 


12 ] 

It ſhould further be particularly noticed 
that our bleſſed Lord in this 6th chap. of 
St. John, ſpeaks of the Manna which was 
given to the Church under the old teſta- 
ment diſpenſation, as typical of himſelf, the 
true manna and living bread which came 
down from heaven. — This manna Iſrael 
after the fleſn literally eat in the wilderneſs, 

for their bodily ſuſtenance; thereby pre- 
figuring that feaſt of fat things which was 
reſerved for God's ſpiritual Iſrael under the 
goſpel, who now feed upon Chriſt by living: 
faith ; and by virtue of their myſtical union 
with him, through his Spirit dwelling in 
their hearts, their ſouls are nouriſhed up» 
unto everlaſting life, and they. become one 
with Chriſt, and Chriſt one with them. | 
But the Church ef Rome by interpreting: 
the texts quoted out of this chapter of a 
groſs, carnal eating and drinking of Chriſt's 
real body and blood, deſtroy che very end 
and idta of that more noble, divine, and: 
ſpiritual fealt which believers feed upon 
under this better covenant ; and to which 
they are more eſpecially invited at the table 
of their Lord and Saviour, when, through 
the elements of bread and wine, they view 

him 


13 


Aim as much really preſent to the eye of 
faith, for the ſtrengthening and refreſhing 
of their ſouls, during their pilgrimage 
through this wilderneſs world of ſin and 


forrow, to the heavenly Canaan ;, as the 


Iſraelites of old, viewed. the manna in the 
wilderneſs through which they journeyed, 
by the eye of ſenſe, and by which thein 
bodies were nouriſhed till they arrived at 
the promiſed land. Vet even in this wilder- 
neſs thoſe that were ſpiritual among the 
Jews, reſted not in carnal ordinances and 
inſtitutions, but looked through all the 
types and ſhadows under the Law, to what 
the Apoſtle calls the more glorious times of 
Reformation under the goſpel ?.. 


But the doctrine of tranſubſfantiation ex- 
actly harmonizes with the groſs conceptions 
of the carnal Jews when they aſked. © how 
can this man give us his fleſh to eat? and: 
therefore the ſame anſwer ſhould be given to 
the Romaniſts as our Lord gave to them, 
i the words that I ſpeak unto you they are 


155 ſpirit, and they are liie *.” Though 


p Heb. ix. 10. 
*The ſame veil was upon the heart of that great 
maſter in Iſrael Nicodemus (though not upon the 
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Though in order to defend a corporat 
preſence in the ſacrament, the Church of 
Rome pleads for an adherence to the very 
letter of the ſcripture; yet in ſome other of 
her tenets, ſhe does not ſcruple to depart 

from the poſitive words of holy writ. To 
inſtance only in her denial of the cup to the 
laity; and this though our Lord has ex- 
preſsly ſaid © drink ye all of this *:” and 
leſt any in future times, ſhould. coiifine this- 
all, to all his apoſtles, or all his miniſters, 
we find St. Paul, in his epiſtle to the whole 
church of Corinth, . repeatedly enjoining a- 
worthy drinking of the cup, as well as a> 
worthy. cating of the bread; and it is re- 
markable that in five or fix different places, 


ſame occaſion,) when he ſtumbled at the doctrine of 
the new birth, and aſked ©* how can a man be born-. 
again when he is old? Can he enter a ſecond time into 
his mother's womb, and be born ?** As alſo for a ſea- 
ſon upon the heart of the woman of Samaria, when: 
ſhe confounded the waters of life, with thoſe of Ja- 
cob's well: And in ſome meaſure upon the Apoſtles: | 
themſelves befere the day of Pentecoſt, when they 
aſked ©* Has any man given him ought te eat?“ 
upon Chriſt's ſaying to them that he had meat to eat. 
which; the world knew not of. 

2 Mat. xxvi. 27. 


„ 
in the ſame, and in the foregoing chapter, 
he never mentions receiving the bread, 
without drinking the cup; and inſtead of 
calling one the real body, and the other the 
real blood of Chriſt, he calls them ** the 
communion of the blood of. Chriſt, and the 
- communion of. the body of Chriſt *:? Ia 
conformity to his great Maſter: who - has- 
_ commanded us to receive both, not as his | 
actual body. and blood, but I REeMEms. 
BRANCE of him. I know: that: the reaſon: 
given by the Church of Rome for depriving. 
their members of one part of the Lord's 
ſupper, is that whoſoever receives the bodỹx 
of Chriſt, mult alſo receive his blood, ſince: 
the blood cannot. be ſeparated from the 
body: but this wWway of reaſoning renders: 
the command of our Lord and St. Paul to 
receive both kinds quite needleſs :- and is 
indeed to- profeſs ourſelves wiſer than what: 
is written, Beſides this argument again 
proves too much; for by the ſame rule the: 
Prieſts themſelves ought to receive the ſacra- 
ment only 1n one kind, 


?* 1 Cor. x. 16,—x1. 24, 25; 20, 275 28, &c. J 


Let 


Loet me now aſk, what authority there 13 
for the Prieſt's receiving alone, whilſt the 
people are kneeling all about him? The 
anſwer I ſuppoſe uſually given, is, becauſe 
the Prieſt offers up the ſacrifice of the maſs 
for the fins of the people. Bring only one 
text of ſcripture in confirmation of this, 
and I will allow the truth and the neceſlity 
of it. But this cannot be done; though 
numberleſs texts may. be produced to prove 
that it is ſtriking at the very root of that 
moſt fundamental doctrine of chriſtianity, 
the ſatisfact ion made for fin by the death of 
Chriſt ; and that it in a manner brings be- 
levers back again to the ceremonial law, un- 
der which daily ſacrifices were offered up; 
but theſe were to ceaſe, when he who was 
the end of them all was to appear, and by 
the offering of his own body once for all, 
to put away ſin by the ſacrifice of. himſelf, 
But they who look. upon the maſs as a daily 
ſacrifice for fin, are quite of a contrary mind 
to St. Paul, who tells us, © that Chriſt 
needeth not daily, as thoſe high prieſts, to 
offer up ſacrifice, firſt for his owa fins, and 
then for the people's; for this he did once, 
when he offered up himſelf,” Nor yet 


TW 

that he ſhould offer himſelf often, as the 
high prieſt entereth into the holy place, 
every year with blood of others : for then 
muſt he often have ſuffered ſince the foun- 
dation of the world; but now once in the 
end of the world, hath he appeared- to put 
away ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf. And 
as it is appointed unto men once to die, but 
after this the judgment; ſo Chriſt was once 
offered to bear the ſins of many;” and 
«© where remiffion of theſe is, there is W. 


more offering for ſin 


1 might now enlarge. on the ſtrange un- 

ſcriptural cuſtom af praying in an unknown 
tongue, and of offering ſupplications to de- 
parted ſaints, and to the Virgin Mary, to 
the great diſhonour of the one Mediator 
between God and man. I might alſo ſay 


much on the idolatrous practice of bowing . 


down before pictures and graven images, 
the work of men's hands, in open violation 
of the ſecond commandment, which ſays, 
thou ſhalt. not make to thyſelf any gra- 
ven image, nor the likeneſs of any thing 
in heaven or in earth; thou ſhalt not bow 


down. 


 _®* Heb. vii. 27.—ix. 25, 26, &c.—X. 10, 11, 12. 


8 
down' to them +,” &c, I might further 
ſpeak of the arrogant practice of granting 
pardons and indulgences, and might parti- 
cularly expatiate on the doctrine of purga- 
tory, which though it has not one text of 
ſcripture for it's own ſupport, has brought 
plenty of gains for the ſupport of the 
church's power; and this by undervaluing. 
and almoſt making of none effect the ſuf- 
terings of the Redeemer,. which it does by 
ſuppoſing that any other lufferings beſides 
his are neceſſary towards expiating and put- 
ting away the ſins of thoſe that ſhall be 
faved. — The vain glorious notion alſo of 
juſtification by men's own righteouſneſs, 
and eſpecially of works of ſupererogation in 
defiance of the plain declaration of God's 
word, which tells us, that when we 
have done all thoſe things which are com- 


manded us, we are unprofitable ſervants *,” 
. 


+ As a proof of what bold liberties the Romar 
catholics will take with the Scriptures when they 
contradi& their own tenets, they make no ſcruple of 
ſtriking the ſecond commandment out of the Decalogue. 
 Emyſelf have ſeen it omitted in their printed prayer: 


wot Luke xvii. 10. 


the Bereans. for having done ſo *.. 
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might furniſh me with matter for a volume. 


But neither my own time, nor the compaſs 
of a letter will allow me to dwell on any. 


of theſe points, I ſhall therefore conclude 


what I have to ſay with my moſt earneſt. 


wiſhes and prayers, that the God of all: 
grace would enable you to lay theſe things: 
to heart with that ſeriouſneſs which their 


great importance demands at your hands: 


and for this end, I beſeech you diligently; 
to examine your heart, as in the preſence- 
of him to whom the ſecrets of it are all. 
open, whether you are diveſted of all pre- 
judice in favor of the Roman catholic, and 
againſt the proteſtant religion: and when 


you have done this, fear not to. take into- 
your hands thofe divine oracles which God. 


has graciouſly vouchſafed for your inſtruc- 
tion, under the guidance of his bleſſed fpi- 
rit, though by, the craft of deſigning men 


this ineſtimable gift is wreſted out of the- 
people's hands, in downright oppoſition to- 


the divine command of him who has poſt- 


tively enjoined us to © ſearch. the ſcrip- 
tures*”, and who ſo much commendeth:. 


Ta: 


4. <a - Lis- 


= - 
WE 
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To the reading of God's word add earneſt 


prayer for the divine illumination in your 


ſearches after truth: and in the uſe of 


theſe means, I doubt not but you will ſoon 
be brought to ſee that the charge of novel- 
ty belongs not to the church of England, 


or any other reformed church, but to the 
church of Rome; and that the ſtale queſ- 
tion ſo often put to the proteſtants, where 
was your religion before Luther's and Cal- 
vin's time?” may very properly be an- 
ſwered, by ſaying © it was where it is now, 
VIZ. in the Bible, where the creed of his 
Holineſs could never yet be found.” Yet 
becauſe the innovations of popery have 
crept in by degrees, and in the darkeſt ages 


of ſuperſtition, therefore the Romiſh church | 


lays claim ro antiquity, and brands the 
proteſtant religion with the. charge of no- 
velty. But this is not leſs. unreaſonable 
than if I were to ſee an ancient ſhield cover- 
ed with ruſt, and from thence were to con- 
clude that the ruſt was ſtill more ancient 
than the ſhield itſelf: the ruſt indeed might 
carry the veſtiges of antiquity, but till it 
was not originally upon the ſhield; * 


1 2 1 
che ruſt, and the priſtine beauty & the 
ſhield will appear to view. | 


I beg to add one word more by way of 
concluſion. — Should you by reading this 
letter or any other means be led to ſee that 
you have hitherto been in an error, and 
thereupon to renounce your former princi- 
ples; beware of a change of opinion, with- 
out a change of heart; ſince nothing ſhort 
of vital union with Chriſt, through the 
faith of his own operation, evidencing it= 
ſelf in a life of deadneſs to the world, and 
of devotedneſs to God, will ſtand you in 
any ſtead, 


Indeed, my dear friend, I dare not call 
your ſincerity in queſtion. I believe you 
heartily wiſh to be found in the right way; 
and that you are ſtriving to ſerve God in 
what you judge to be that way: and as you 
have been pleaſed to bear the ſame teſti- 
mony of me, let me earneſtly intreat you 
to attribute any expreſſions which may per- 
haps appear to you either too warm, or 


bearing too hard upon that church in which 


you have been Os as the effect of at 
leaſt 


"ut 


Leaſt a 8 zeal for what I cannct 


doubt to be the truth of God, and of my 
unfeigned love and regard for one whom 1 
always did, and ever ſhall eſteem as a moſt 


valuable friend, 


With this 8 which yet does but 


faintly expreſs the feelings of my heart, 


permit me to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


My Dear Friend, 
| Moſt truly and faithfully yours, 


RICHARD HILL. 
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